Speaking of Science Information Sheet
What is Speaking of Science (SoS):  SoS is a speaker’s bureau sponsored by the Board of Regents, funded by the National Science Foundation.  Its focus is on sparking K-12 students interest in science and engineering and on increasing public, business/industry and government awareness of the exciting research being conducted at Louisiana universities.  Comprised of some of the State’s most outstanding teaching and research talent in the science and engineering disciplines, SoS speakers are available to make presentations to elementary and secondary students, universities, business/industry, forums and professional development programs for K-16 faculty throughout the State. 

Faculty selected to participate in this program will receive an honorarium of $200 for each SoS presentation as well as reimbursement for travel expenses (if applicable) calculated under Louisiana State Travel rates as set forth under Policy and Procedures Manual 49.

Presenters Are:  Individuals holding a regular tenure track or tenured position at a Louisiana public institution of higher education or a private institution that is a member of the Louisiana Association of Independent Colleges and Universities.
Disciples Eligible:  Disciplines supported by the National Science Foundation

How do Potential Presenters Apply:  Fill out the application form included in this announcement, an abstract (200 words or less) that includes area of expertise, the title(s) of the proposed presentation(s), the intended audience (if applicable to elementary and secondary, please specify age or grade) and an explanation of how the presentation will benefit the targeted audience and SoS objectives.
A two (2) page curriculum vitae, that highlights publications, presentations and forums, and R&D funding history, must be attached to the proposal.

Submission of Application:





Please direct questions to:

Attention:  SoS Program




Susan Jernigan

Louisiana Board of Regents




225.342.4253 (phone)

P.O. Box 3677






225.342.3371 (fax)

Baton Rouge, LA  70821-3677




susan.jernigan@la.gov (email)
How Does It Work:  Interested organizations will contact the Experimental Program to Stimulate Competitive Research (EPSCoR) office at the Board of Regents with a form requesting their top three (3) speaker choices at least two (2) week prior to the meeting or forum.   The EPSCoR SoS Coordinator will serve as a liaison between the requesting party and the SoS speaker.  Once the arrangements have been made, the SoS speaker will be sent a Service Agreement and Confirmation Letter to include scheduled date, time, location, and driving directions; the title of the requested presentation and anticipated attendance; and the name, title and telephone number of the contact person at the requesting school/organization.

The EPSCoR SoS coordinator will be responsible for making arrangements with the available speaker and reminding the speaker of his/her commitment prior to the event.  Once the faculty member has accepted an invitation to give a presentation, he/she will be expected to fulfill this commitment.  If an emergency arises, the speaker must notify the EPSCoR office as soon as possible so a replacement can be arranged.

Reimbursement:  Funds will be dispersed only after the presentation has taken place, the signed Service Agreement has been received by the EPSCoR office and the Post-Presentation Evaluation form has been completed and submitted to the EPSCoR office by the school/organization.  
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